At 1 p.m. on April 21, Rev. Jung Jin-Kyung, Vice Chairman of ‘Centennial Committee for Christianity in Korea (“the Committee”)’, Rev. Kang Byung-Hoon, Standing Director and Elder Kim Kyung-Rai, Secretary General visited me representing the Committee. They told me that, as Elder Kim mentioned just before, the Committee decided two years ago to establish a Church in commemoration of the centennial for Christianity in Korea and they had been praying several months for my accepting the position of the pastor for the new church. While talking to me, the three elderly persons had tears in their eyes in front of me who is in about their son’s age, and they said that they see themselves standing almost in front of Jordan River at the end of their lives in this world. Their tears touched my heart as well as my eyes, and I was deeply moved feeling heavy spiritual pressure which I could not resist against. To put it more accurately, the situation was that I was captured by the presence of God asking me to obey absolutely without argument. Nevertheless, the reason why I hesitated for the moment was not because there is neither a chapel available nor any churches members. It was because of my personal belief for the past several years thinking that it would be loyal to the Lord not to take pastoral duties any more.
After finishing my 10-year term as a minister for the Lord’s Church and 3 more years for Geneva Korean Church in Switzerland, I left the site of ministry for the church. I believed it is the Cross which I should bear to follow the Lord and it is the mission for me to obey what the Lord asks of me. That is the reason why I refused to accept the invitation from many churches in domestic and overseas. Accordingly, if I accept the proposal for the position of pastor of the Centennial Memorial Church, it would mean the resumption of pastoral duties and therefore I have to give up my belief which I have been keeping so far even though I felt the presence of Holy Spirit at that time. The three elderly persons asked me to pray about their proposal and left me after 30 minutes. 

However, Rev. Kang and Elder Kim came back again in an hour’s time. When I sat again with them who have been serving the Lord and the church for their entire lifetime and felt their commitments to this task, I could do nothing but to unconditionally obey their proposal. In order to make sure that any other thoughts or my subjective judgment shall not intervene as my own rationalization here, God sent them back to me right away, and I was just overwhelmed by the absolute and mysterious authority of God who sent His old servants to me again. In the presence of God’s calling and authority, my personal belief, which I have been keeping so far, that no more ministry for me is the way to be loyal to the Lord was just like a silk cocoon which is absolutely necessary for a larva but should be thrown away in order for butterfly to fly up to the sky when the time comes. At 2:30 p.m. on April 21, 2005, God changed the direction of my life’s journey as such in just one and a half hour. God called me back to the church ministry which I voluntarily left after the Geneva Korean Church thinking that was the last ministry for me. So, here I am standing like this at this time.
I view and accept the role of the pastor in charge of the Centennial Memorial Church as a grave keeper of ‘Yanghwajin’. From now on I want to be a seed for love and union, reconciliation and accord, and service and devotion within the Gospel in order to inherit the faith and spirit of our religious ancestors and hand down it to the new generation as a grave keeper in this Yanghwajin which is the starting point as well as the culmination point of Korean Protestant Church and is at the same time the seedbed toward 200 years Anniversary for missionary work in Korea.

I would like to pay my sincere respect and to express the sense of gratitude to Rev. Kang Won-Yong, Chairman of the Committee who entrusted this valuable mission to me and gave me a telephone call for encouragement even if I am insufficient in many aspects. I would express the same respect and gratitude to all the senior members of the Committee. And also I would like to give thanks to all of you who are here and especially those who will be serving the Lord at the Centennial Memorial Church together with me in the future. With all my heart, I shall revert all the glories to the Lord who has done this wonderful work beyond our judgment and imagination. The Lord sent me to the area of this Yanghwajin already 20 years ago, and I came to Yanghwajin whenever I was in Seoul for the last 20 years. Sometimes walking in between graves and sometimes sitting on a bench, I have had countless and long conversation for people, churches and countries with the Lord. After a long preparation for 20 years, the Lord changed Yanghwajin which already was a part of my life as a place for the ministry which will be my life from now on. Giving all the glory to the Lord who directed this mysterious work transcending time and space, I would like to close greetings citing the Word of the Lord who called me.

‘I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.’ (John 21:18)
Thank you!
